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Introduction  
The International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) works with partners worldwide to enhance the 
roles that livestock play in food security and poverty alleviation, principally in Africa and Asia. The 
outcomes of these research partnerships help smallholder farmers in developing countries keep 
their animals alive and productive, increase and sustain their livestock and farm productivity, find 
profitable markets for their animal products, and reduce the risk of livestock-related diseases. 
ILRI leads the CGIAR Research Program (CRP) on Livestock and Fish, a component of the CRP on 
Agriculture for Nutrition and Health on the prevention and control of agriculture-associated diseases 
(A4NH), and contributes to six other CRPs.  
ILRI’s strategy (2013–2022) builds on the institute’s established and unique global pro-poor livestock 
mandate, its evidence-based conviction that livestock have a vital role to play in enhancing food and 
nutritional security and reducing poverty in developing countries and its existing expertise, research 
agenda and partnerships (ILRI, 2013). The roles of the institute in its work with partners are 
articulated in three strategic objectives: 
 Develop, test, adapt and promote science-based practices that—being sustainable and 
scalable—achieve better lives through livestock. 
 Provide compelling scientific evidence in ways that persuade decision-makers—from farms 
to boardrooms and parliaments—that smarter policies and bigger livestock investments can 
deliver significant socio-economic, health and environmental dividends to both poor nations 
and households. 
 Increase capacity among ILRI’s key stakeholders and the institute itself so that they can 
make better use of livestock science and investments for better lives through livestock. 
The products and data generated by the institute are deemed to be international public goods 
(IPGs)1 and should be accessible and usable not only to ILRI’s partners but to the public. 
This open access policy aims at supporting ILRI’s strategic objectives by ensuring that the knowledge 
created through ILRI’s research contributes to development outcomes and is accessible for anyone 
to use and re-use, with attribution. It is aligned to the CGIAR open access and data management 
policy2 and the CGIAR principles on the management of intellectual assets3. 
  
                                                          
1
 International public goods (IPG’s) are  research outputs of knowledge and technology generated through strategic 
and applied research that are applicable and readily accessible internationally to address generic issues and 
challenges. Within the open access context, products are more likely to be IPG’s if they are in searchable 
repositories (electronic); are globally available; are open and easily accessible. 
2
 www.cgiar.org/open/  
3
 www.cgiar.org/resources/cgiar-intellectual-asset-management 
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CGIAR open access and data management policy 
In November 2013, all 15 members of the CGIAR Consortium unanimously endorsed the Open 
Access and Data Management Policy designed to make final CGIAR Consortium information products 
– including publications, datasets, and audiovisual materials – Open Access (“OA”). 
In the CGIAR context, open access means the immediate, irrevocable, unrestricted and free online 
access by any user worldwide to information products, and unrestricted re-use of content (which 
could be restricted to non-commercial use and/or granted subject to appropriate licenses in line 
with the CGIAR intellectual assets principles), subject to proper attribution. 
Gains for ILRI 
While the purpose of this policy is to enhance the role of information products4 in supporting 
evidence-based decision-making, specific gains for ILRI and ILRI researchers are: 
 Open access improves the speed, efficiency and efficacy of research; it enables 
interdisciplinary research; assists novel computation of the research literature; and allows 
the global public to benefit from ILRI research. 
 Open access ensures a wider dissemination of ILRI knowledge thus improving transparency, 
participation, self-empowerment, innovation and recognition. 
 Appropriate licenses allow others to re-use ILRI products, with attribution. 
 Open access information products combined with high quality metadata allows for 
straightforward and meaningful use and re-use of knowledge by both ILRI researchers and 
others. 
 Information products stored in a suitable repository combined with a good auditing process 
provides high levels of confidence in the quality of the products.  
 Information products residing in a server-based repository, backed-up and accessed by 
secured connections, removes the danger of loss if individual computers crash. 
 Open source tools, software, standards and interoperability allow third party organizations 
and systems to access ILRI information products and expose them to wider audiences. 
  
                                                          
4 Information Products as defined by the CGIAR Open Access policy are: peer-reviewed journal articles; reports and other 
papers; books and book chapters; data and databases; data collection and analysis tools (e.g. models and survey tools); 
video, audio and images; computer software  and associated metadata for all these. 
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Goal of this policy 
The goal of this policy is to maximize the value of ILRI’s research. This will be achieved when its 
information products are taken up and used beyond this to achieve better lives through livestock. 
To realise this goal, ILRI aims to meet four main objectives: 
A. To ensure that all ILRI information products are fully documented, curated, 
published, safeguarded and archived, for the long term 
B. To ensure that all information products are deposited and described in suitable 
repositories that allow for easy access and use and follow standards allowing inter-
operability and aggregation 
C. To make ILRI information products available and accessible to all while respecting 
the rights of stakeholders in terms of confidentiality and intellectual property and 
data ownership;  
D. To license and make information products available so they can be adapted and 
easily transformed into actionable knowledge. 
In line with the CGIAR open access policy, ILRI will: 
 Employ best efforts to make all information products open access, subject always to the 
legal rights and legitimate interests of stakeholders and third parties, including intellectual 
property rights, confidentiality, sensitivity (including price and politically sensitive 
information), farmers’ rights and privacy. 
 Use stable, permanent, open access repositories to enable users and other sites and search 
engines to access or locate information products, including application programming 
interfaces (APIs) or other mechanisms enabling those information products to be available 
from on various web-based products.  
 Support interoperability to enable and promote international and interdisciplinary access to 
and use of information products. These means that information products will be described 
with standardized metadata, and stored and delivered using appropriate protocols and 
formats to ensure that their content can be discovered, shared and incorporated across 
different technological platforms. 
 Ensure that information products are stored where users can find them and where they will 
be preserved for future use.  
 Use suitable open licenses that recognize the legal rights to information products and 
encourage their use and adaptation. 
 Where appropriate, translate key documents and other media into pertinent languages, 
making them available in open access 
 To assist those with limited internet connectivity, designing easily accessible information 
products (e.g. websites, PDFs) or making available alternative versions that require minimal 
data download to see and use. 
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Scope 
This policy applies to all information products, including:  
 Peer-reviewed journal articles 
 Reports and other papers  
 Books and book chapters  
 Data and databases (including data collection and analysis tools) 
 Video, audio, and images (including photographs) 
 Computer software, applications and code 
 Metadata 
 Core/corporate governance documents appropriate for public consumption  
 
Following the CGIAR guidelines, the emphasis is on final research outputs – those information 
products (regardless of format) that are “stable” and unlikely to undergo further change. 
This policy applies to all ILRI staff (including joint appointees), consultants, seconded staff, visiting 
scientists, postgraduate fellows and students involved in ILRI research, irrespective of their duty 
post. Staff members who leave ILRI are bound by this policy for 12 months after their departure. 
For joint projects with CGIAR and non-CGIAR partners, the following applies: This policy applies to all 
projects where ILRI is the lead organization. If a third party leads a project, then the project 
contractual agreement must specify the principles which will guide the management and 
accessibility of project-generated information products. In the absence of such principles, then this 
policy will apply. These same conditions apply to other types of ILRI contract – e.g. CRP program 
participant and partner implementation agreements, memorandums of understanding, collaborative 
research agreements, teaming agreements etc. 
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Implementation 
ILRI’s implementation of the wider CGIAR policy and guidelines comprises its policy on intellectual 
assets; policy and guidelines on research data management and sharing; a set of research publishing 
guidelines, a checklist on open access and research data management; and CGIAR-mandated plans 
on open access and research data management (for ILRI as well as the CRP Livestock and Fish).  
All of these documents are online at ilri.org/open 
Supporting environment 
A supporting institutional environment is necessary to implement this policy. This includes: 
1. Taking up ‘openness’5 as one of the core values that characterizes the research ILRI produces 
and how it is generated. 
2. Providing guidelines and support to manage information products in ways that are 
affordable, maintain high quality standards, and meet open access commitments. 
3. Providing tools and systems for better and automated data management. 
4. Creating, maintaining and supporting the infrastructure and workflows to make information 
products available. 
5. Ensuring that staff orientation, work planning and performance assessment covers open 
access. Performance management should include incentives, recognition and rewards for 
making research more open and accessible; it should also recognise all types of information 
products that people have shared, deposited or published as open access.   
Assessment, impact and review 
This open access policy and its supporting documents and tools should be reviewed and updated as 
required. 
Procedures and systems should be in place to monitor compliance with this policy as well as use of 
ILRI’s open access information products.  
Funding 
ILRI projects (including CRPs) will adequately plan and budget for open access, including any costs to 
publish using open licenses through commercial publishers. 
At an institute level, funds and expertise will also be allocated to maintain necessary suitable 
infrastructure including repositories and online portals. 
                                                          
5
 Openness in this context is the overarching concept or philosophy that is characterized by an emphasis on transparency 
and free unrestricted access to knowledge and information. It means that ILRI will seek to always make its work open and 
visible with as few barriers as possible. 
